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1  INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 Background 
The Townsville Sailing Club (TSC) has a long history actively operating under various 
names since the 1890s. Relocation to the current site on The Strand occurred in 1994 
due to the dedication of many volunteers who undertook building the current clubhouse. 
The club is run entirely by volunteers with the aim of promoting sailing in the 
Townsville region. Located on Cleveland Bay, the Townsville Sailing Club is an ideal 
venue for families to learn and participate in dinghy sailing. 
 
 
1.2 Location 
TSC is located on Mariners Drive between Tobruk Pool and the Breakwater Marina 
 
 

 
 
 
 
1.3 Facilities 
A race program is held on Sundays during the dry season from March to October with 
breaks for school holidays. The club has a selection of boats for members to hire and 
provides safety boats to manage racing. 
On race days and regattas the club runs a canteen and licensed bar. There is a register 
for non members to sign prior to using the bar. Members and competitors (guests who 
have paid to race) participating at a club race or regatta may use the bar facility. All 
non-members must sign the register prior to using the bar. 

TSC 
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Learn to sail classes and coaching for children and adults is organised from time to time 
with qualified coaches. Learn to Sail classes for children includes a years membership 
of the club. 
The clubhouse is an excellent venue for meetings and functions and is available for hire 
in the daytime and evenings. 
 
 
1.4 Volunteer organisation  
This club is a volunteer run organisation and services are provided by volunteers with 
the exception of the instructor of organised learn to sail classes. The club relies on 
members volunteering on a roster basis for tasks including safety boats, the canteen and 
to assist at regattas and other functions hosted by TSC. Routine sailing day tasks are 
organised by the Officer of the Day (OOD) with assistance from members. 
 
There are a variety of tasks and roles, with different levels of input, in which members 
can contribute. The success and future of the club depends on volunteers giving their 
time and energy to ensure the smooth running of the club and to promote sailing in 
Townsville 
 
 
1.5 Club contact details 
Townsville Sailing Club Inc 
PO Box 5642 
Townsville Qld 4810 
 
Website: http://www.tsvsailingclub.com 
 
Tel: 07 – 4772 1105 
The phone located at the clubhouse has an answering machine. This phone is manned 
and checked for messages on sailing days only. 
 
The main method of club communication with members is by email and at the briefing 
on sailing days. Information is also provided via the club newsletter, website and 
members’ handbook. 
 
Members can contact the club via a committee member (Appendix A), on sailing days 
with the Officer of the day, through the canteen volunteers for information held there 
and by attending committee meetings. Committee meetings are held every second 
Monday of the month at the clubhouse commencing at 5.15pm 
The Annual General Meeting (AGM) is normally held prior to the presentation night at 
the end of the season. 
 
There is a list of the current committee and sailing club members posted at the 
clubhouse.
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2. MEMBERSHIP 
 
2.1 Membership  
TSC membership forms are available on the TSC website http://tsvsailingclub.com and 
at the clubhouse canteen. Please direct queries to the Registrar (Appendix A) or ask at 
the canteen 
 
 
2.2 TSC affiliation 
Yachting Australia (YA) and Townsville Sailing Club (TSC) membership year is 
1 October 2008 to 30 September 2009. TSC is affiliated with YA through Yachting 
Queensland (YQ).  Membership of a club affiliated with YA is a requirement for entry 
to regattas. 
 
 
2.3 Types of membership 
A new member who joins after 1 October 2008 is automatically a member for 2009. 
There are no pro rata fees. A new member may sail in three races before joining TSC. 
Refer TSC Sailing Instructions (Appendix C) 
Family membership includes the sailor’s partner and children under the age of 18. 
Adults and full time students over 18 pay single membership 
TSC offers a secondary membership fee for sailors who are already a member of 
another sailing or yacht club. It is the responsibility of the sailor to provide their YA 
membership number if they wish to pay this reduced membership fee. 
 
 
2.4 YA silver card 
YQ has advised that it is compulsory for members who wish to compete in any event or 
competition in Queensland or Nationally to have a YA Silver Card. Cost is $11 per card 
i.e. $10 plus $1 GST.  Limited personal accident insurance is included in the YA Silver 
Card (see section 3.2) 
Secondary members who require a YA Silver Card should apply through the club with 
which they hold their primary membership 
 
 
2.5 Membership fees 
TSC renewal membership is due at the beginning of the 2009 season. Renewal 
memberships not paid by cob Monday 27 April 2009 will be charged an additional 
late fee of $30  
 

Membership type 
2008-09 

Membership fee 
$ 

2008-09 
Secondary membership 

fee 
$ 

Family 170 100 

Single 120 70 

Youth (under 18) 55 25 

Late renewal fee 30 30 

 Plus Silver Card $11 per card  
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2.6 Membership fee payment options 
Membership fees are to be paid with your completed membership form by cash or 
cheque at the clubhouse on sailing days or by mail with a cheque. The club has no credit 
card facilities. 
 
If paying by EFT please ensure you write on your membership form that an EFT 
payment will be made for $xx membership fee plus YA Silver Card fee if required. The 
completed membership form may be scanned and emailed to The Treasurer 
drya4109@bigpond.net.au or handed in at the clubhouse canteen.  
. 
EFT payments: 
BSB   06-4819 
Account number 10026058 
Account name  Townsville Sailing Club Ltd 
Description Ensure that your surname and FEES or FS is written in the 

space provided  
 
 
 
3. INSURANCE 
 
3.1 Club insurance 
The club maintains two basic policies of insurance. The first one relates to the club 
assets including boats and clubhouse building and the second relates to the club 
activities. The activity insurance covers club volunteers and workers and members in 
relation to any club activities whether they are at the clubhouse or at another venue such 
as Magnetic Island or Lake Paluma. 
 
Members sailing their own boats should be aware of the advisability of having their own 
third party property and third party injury insurance. This would be designed to cover 
any damage or injury caused in or around their own boats. Naturally the club insurance 
does not cover privately owned boats. The club policies only cover the club, its officers 
and volunteers. 
 
3.2 YA silver card insurance 
Members would also be aware that Yachting Australia maintains a silver card insurance 
policy option. This is a limited insurance which covers the member in relation to any 
sailing activities no matter which club they might be with. Further details are available 
on the Yachting Queensland and Yachting Australia websites. 
http://www.myclub.yachting.org.au/ select ‘download’ then ‘membership – insurance’ 

�
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4 SAILING PROGRAM 
 
4.1 Sailing program 
The sailing program runs on Sundays during the dry season from March to October. 
There are breaks for school holidays and other selected events. A Schools Team Sailing 
competition runs at the beginning of the season prior to Easter holidays. 
 
Races times are dependant on the tides and normally commence at 1.00pm with some 
races commencing in the morning. Race formats may include buoy races, back to back 
races, sprints and marathons. Race lengths vary depending on weather conditions but 
are normally a minimum of 1 hour. The 2009 Race Program is attached and on the 
website (Appendix B) 
 
There are several regattas throughout the season in North Queensland as follows: 
Easter weekend  Regatta rotated between NQ clubs 
May Day long weekend Tinaroo Sailing Club Regatta 
June long weekend  Townsville Sailing Club Regatta 
September   Whitsunday Sailing Club Regatta 
October   Mission Beach Sailing Club Regatta 
 
 
4.2 Officer of the Day 
On race days a committee member or experienced club member is Officer of the Day 
(OOD). Race format for championships and club racing will be decided by the Officer 
of the Day depending on weather conditions and volunteer availability. The OOD is the 
contact officer for that race day for any issues or queries that arise. Their role is to 
ensure that safety boats and canteen/radio are manned, discuss race format with the 
Principal Race Officer (PRO), carry out briefing, ensure hirers of club boats follow 
maintenance and rigging procedures and organise end of day tasks with assistance from 
club members. The Officer of the day check list is attached and on the website 
(Appendix D) 
 
 
4.3 Club volunteer roster 
To enable the sailing program to run successfully, members are asked to volunteer to 
man the safety boats and the canteen. This is required throughout the season during club 
racing days, regattas and events hosted by TSC. The responsibility for these tasks is to 
be spread among all members and not left to a few.  
 
All sailors are asked to man safety boats during the season and they can claim points for 
that race. A copy of the TSC Start Boat Procedure and Race Signals is kept in the start 
boat (Appendix E and Appendix F) 
There is an outline of canteen duties at the canteen.  
 
The committee maintains a roster for safety boats and the canteen which is circulated to 
members and also posted at the clubhouse. An example of the roster from August 2008 
is attached (Appendix G). If you are unable to come on your rostered day you are 
required to find a replacement. If this is impossible please let the Roster Coordinator 
know as soon as possible (Appendix A). 
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4.4 Safety boat crew and points 
A Principal Race Officer (PRO) is required every race day. A member manning the 
safety boat may also be the OOD for that day. It is a requirement that the club has a 
minimum of two safety boats on the water during racing. A minimum of four people are 
required to man safety boats every race day, two for each boat.  
 
The PRO and crew man one safety boat which is the start and finish boat and one safety 
boat carries the buoys and lays the course. Both boats undertake rescue duties as 
necessary.  
 
Where a boat is unable to compete in a Championship or Club heat due to the skipper or 
crew personally fulfilling his obligations to the TSC safety boat roster, his boat will be 
awarded 1.5 points, providing the skipper or crew writes his name and “safety boat 
crew” by his boats name on the sign on sheet for that race. Refer TSC Sailing 
Instructions (Appendix C) 
 
 
4.5 Sailing Instructions 
Every year TSC issues Sailing Instructions for the season including rules, scoring and 
disclaimer of liability. The season’s races will be governed by the ‘rules’ as defined in 
the current edition of the YA Racing Rules of Sailing. The 2009 Sailing Instructions are 
attached and on the website (Appendix C). It is the sailor’s responsibility to advise the 
PRO and record on the sign on sheet any change in rig or sails to the current boat prior 
to the start of the race. 
 
 
4.6 Use of clubhouse, bar and equipment  
 
Bar facilities at the club are provided for the use of members and guests. However, 
everyone is expected to comply with the requests of the licencee or bar staff who will 
abide by the responsible service of alcohol requirements. The licenced area extends to 
the cement area surrounding the club house only. Alcohol must not be consumed 
beyond this point. 
 
Sailors in wet clothes are to use the downstairs showers and toilets. Club boats, sails and 
gear should be rinsed off before returning to the clubhouse. All club equipment is to be 
returned to the clubhouse after sailing days. Safety boat refuelling is to be undertaken in 
consultation with the Captain, Kevin Jones. Safety boats are to be washed down and 
motors flushed at the end of each sailing day. Refer to safety boat information folder in 
the clubhouse and on each safety boat re operation and maintenance of safety boats. 
 
There is a list of clubhouse opening and closing procedures located by the till. Keys to 
the clubhouse are held by committee members and associate members. It is the OOD 
responsibility to ensure the clubhouse is locked securely after sailing. 
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4.7 Results and prizes 
Provisional results are compiled on a regular basis and posted at the clubhouse and on 
the website. ‘Sailwave’ software is currently used for results. Please direct queries on 
provisional results to the Results Officer (Appendix A) and if necessary the query will 
be taken to the committee for a decision. 
The club has a presentation night at the end of the season. Perpetual trophies are 
presented for club champions in each fleet. Other prizes for each fleet may depend on 
the size of the fleet and other circumstances. Prizes presented at the end of the season 
are at the committee’s discretion. 
 
There are two major perpetual trophies voted for by club members each year: 
 
Aidan Mathieu Memorial Shield 
This trophy is awarded to a Club member of any age who strives for excellence in 
his/her own sailing or whose family sails and at the same time assists other Club 
members or assists in Club activities and displays good sportsmanship. 
 
The Seafarers Award 
This trophy is awarded to the most promising sailor of any age in the Club who also 
displays an affinity for the sea.  
 
 
 
 
5 NOMINATION FEES 
 
5.1 Nomination fees 
Nomination fees are to be paid by all boats whether racing or not. It is the sailors’ 
responsibility to pay nomination fees. The only exception may be Learn to sail classes 
who have nomination fees included in their instruction fee. 
Fees may be paid in bulk for the season or weekly. Please direct queries to the OOD 
 
 
5.2 Bulk nomination fees 
If paying bulk nomination fees these must be paid by 29 March 2009. 
When bulk nominations are paid a receipt will be issued at the canteen 
If paying by EFT please write on the sign on sheet that an EFT payment to be made for 
$xx nomination fees.  Refer to payment options in membership section 2.6. Under 
description in the bank transfer ensure that your surname and BN is written in the 
space provided  
 
If you intend to pay bulk nominations write B under “Fees B or W” on the sign on 
sheet. You do not have to pay weekly fees. 
 
Per boat per season fee 
$130 for 1 up boats 
$150 for 2 up boats  
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5.3 Weekly nomination fees 
Select your boat ID slip from the box and put your nomination fee with ID slip in the 
plastic bag in the box. Write W under “Fees B or W” on the sign on sheet. 
 
 
Per boat weekly fee  
Junior classes:  $5 for 1 up Sabot 

$6 for 2 up Sabot 
 

All others:  $10 for 1 up boats 
$12 for 2 up boats 

 
 
 
 
6  SAFETY ISSUES 
 
6.1 Sign on and off sheets 
It is a requirement that every sailor signs on before the start of the first race that day and 
signs off after the last race for that day. Refer 2009 Sailing Instructions. This is a safety 
issue and penalties will be applied to sailors who do not comply. An example of a sign 
on sheet from the 2008 season is attached (Appendix H) 
 
 
6.2 Sailing but not racing  
If a member is sailing but not racing it is still a requirement that they sign on and off. 
This is irrespective of sailing in a club boat or a private boat. If not racing enter X in ‘X 
not racing’ column on the sign on sheet (Appendix H) 
 
 
6.3 Personal safety gear 
Life jackets must be worn by all sailors and the life jacket must be the Australian 
standard and suitable for the sailor’s body weight. Marine stingers are a risk in tropical 
waters at all times and particularly during the ‘wet’ season from November to May. 
Wrist to ankle stinger protection must be worn by all sabot sailors. Stinger protection is 
at the discretion of adult sailors. 
 
 
6.4 Club safety gear 
The club has a selection of life jackets and stinger protection available for use by 
members and Learn to Sail classes. This gear must be rinsed off and hung to dry in the 
clubhouse after use. 
 
 
6.5 Risk awareness and child safety 
The Club has a Child Safety Policy that complies with current legislation. There is a 
formal policy document available for inspection in the office.   
  
What is more important is that adult members keep an eye on all children to ensure they 
do not end up in harm's way. By that we mean when you walk across the boat park, 
keep an eye on youth rigging boats to ensure they are not doing so in a way likely to 
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cause injury especially when they are raising or lowering masts or tipping boats over 
sideways. Stop and give them a hand for a few moments. Remind them to check shackle 
pins and ensure they have all safety equipment. 
  
On the water, keep an eye on youth to ensure they are not in difficulty. If they are, stop 
and check on them and/or bring them to the attention of the safety boats.  Remember 
Fundamental Rule 1.1 of the Racing Rules of Sailing compels you to "give all possible 
help to any person or vessel in danger." 
 
 
6.6 First Aid  
There is a First Aid Kit at the clubhouse. Vinegar is kept in the canteen. First aid for 
stings by a marine stinger: 
  
1 Call for help Dial 000 for an ambulance (112 from mobile phones), seek 

help from a lifesaver, lifeguard, or canteen convenor 
2 Emergency 

care 
Provide CPR if required 

3 Treat the sting Flood the site of the sting with vinegar for a minimum of 
30 sec 

4 Seek Medical 
Aid 

Transport to hospital 

 
Irukandji Syndrome may take up to 40 minutes to appear after the sting so it is 
important to monitor someone for 45 minutes in a safe location out of the water after 
tropical jellyfish sting. All tropical jellyfish stings should be doused with vinegar. 
 
Source: http://www.marinestingers.com/ accessed 3 March 2009 
 
There is a list of current members and their contact details held in the office. 
 
 
6.7 Fire evacuation plan 
There is a fire evacuation plan at the clubhouse which must be followed in an 
emergency. Both gates to the stairs must be open when the club is in use. Fire 
extinguishers are located in the clubhouse 
 
 
 
 
7  MEMBERS BOAT HIRE 
 
7.1 Members boat hire 
Club boats are available for members hire only. The club currently has sabots, nippa, 
laser, pacer and 125 for hire. Members hiring boats may be on the water only when a 
safety boat is also on the water. If unfamiliar with rigging the boat, hirers are to ask the 
OOD for assistance. 
Boats should always be rigged on a cradle and taken to the beach on a trolley. Boats 
should never be dragged or left to sit on the sand as this can damage the hull. 
Boats, rigging and sails must be rinsed after use and put away in the clubhouse. 
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7.2 Boat hire procedure and fees 
Boats are to be booked at the canteen as follows: 

·  Boat hire recorded in register held at canteen 
·  Boat Hire Agreement completed by hirer 
·  Boat hire fee paid and noted by club official 
 

Hire fees per day: 
Sabot/Nippa  $10 
Laser   $10 
125/pacer  $15 
 
Weekly nomination fee to be paid (see section 5 Nomination Fees) 
If an item breaks during boat hire please report this at the canteen on returning the boat. 
 
 
7.3 Advance booking for club boats 
To book a club boat in advance the following applies: 
 

1. Boat booking must be recorded in register showing booking date(s), type of 
boat, amount paid, name and contact number of hirer. 

2. Hire fee must be paid in advance.  
3. A club official to sign that the hire fee has been received. 
4. If the hirer is not at the club one hour prior to the official race start time the 

booking is forfeited. No refund will be given 
5. If the hirer notifies the club that the booking is no longer required a minimum of 

one hour prior to the official race start time, a refund will be given. 
 
 
7.4 Use of club boats on non sailing days. 
The club boats are available on a limited basis to members on non sailing days but only 
with prior approval of a committee member. This approval will not be given unless 
the member proposing to use the boats can prove that: 
 

·  adequate safety measures have been arranged; 
·  boat hire has or will be paid; 
·  the activity is directly for advanced coaching of experienced members; or  
·  the promotion of club aims and activities and if this involves sailing by 

inexperienced persons then the member will ensure an experienced sailor known 
to them is in each boat at all times 

·  the equipment is washed down and put away properly and any damage repaired 
within 72 hours.  
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8  LEARN TO SAIL CLASSES AND COACHING 
 
8.1 Children learn to sail  
Children’s Learn to Sail (LTS) classes are held over several weeks, normally 12 weeks, 
with a qualified instructor. Children learn the basics of sailing during lighter winds on 
Sunday mornings in club sabots. When completed they are encouraged to continue into 
intermediate classes on race days and where appropriate purchase their own boat. 
Fees for children’s Learn to Sail are to be advised for 2009 and will include one year’s 
membership of TSC. 
 
 
8.2 Adult learn to sail 
Adult Learn to Sail classes are currently under review pending availability of a qualified 
instructor. 
 
 
8.3 Coaching 
Adult coaching is provided by an experienced club member when possible. A fee is 
charged to cover costs associated with coaching e.g. safety boat fuel. The rubber duck is 
available to a licenced driver for coaching outside Learn to sail lessons at a fee of $5.00 
per head for participating sailors. A book is held at the clubhouse for ‘coaches’ to record 
who participated and fees that were paid. The format of adult coaching depends on 
interest and the availability of coaches. 
 
 
 
9  CLUBHOUSE HIRE 
 
9.1 Clubhouse hire 
The clubhouse may be hired for meetings and some limited social functions by club 
members and others. There are strict conditions regarding the service of alcohol, noise 
levels, hours of hire and the type of activity which may take place on club property.  
For more information please contact Clubhouse hire contact (Appendix A) 
 
9.2 Licensing laws 
The bar can be used by guests at functions held at the club. However, guests must 
comply with the liquor licencing regulations including the responsible service of 
alcohol, and not drinking outside the licenced area (concrete path around the 
clubhouse). As the bar is for the primary purpose of sailing club members, the bar hours 
are limited to 8am to 12 midnight. 
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Appendix A 
TSC 2009 COMMITTEE 

 
TSC Management Committee 
 

Name Position Tel number Email 
 

Commodore Bruce Shephard 4729 0575 
0422 207 434 

bruce@incert.com.au  

Vice 
Commodore 

Vacant   

Rear 
Commodore 

Jarrod Cook 0419 706667 cookceramics@beyond.net.au 

Director Colin Balfour 4771 4566 
0412 373 544 

colin@balfourconsulting.com.au 
 

Director Nick Wightman 4780 4466 curtaincoordinates@bigpond.com 
 

Secretary John Byrne 4772 4851 
0427 166 248 

jdblaw@ozemail.com.au 
 

Treasurer Terry Ryan 
 

4775 2794 
 

drya4109@bigpond.net.au 

 
 
Associate TSC Committee Members 
 
Name Position Tel number Email 

 
Canteen 
convenor 

Sandra Jones -- ksjones@tadaust.org.au 

Captain 
 

Kevin Jones -- ksjones@tadaust.org.au 

Clubhouse 
hire contact 

Catriona McIvor 0450 449620 mcivorc1@optusnet.com.au 
 

Grants officer Tilley Pain 
 

0429 058195 tilley.pain@bigpond.com 

Learn to sail 
coordinators 

Karen Torpelund 
Nick Wightman 

0438 727318 
4780 4466 

lkjtorpelund@bigpond.com 
curtaincoordinates@bigpond.com 
 

Licensee 
 

Tilley Pain 0429 058195 tilley.pain@bigpond.com 

Newsletter 
 

Marg Spillman 4779 8766 m.spilly@bigpond.net.au 

Registrar & 
membership 

Mike Spillman 4779 8766 m.spilly@bigpond.net.au 

Results 
officer 

Peter Crook -- crookiep@tpg.com.au 
 

Roster 
coordinator 

Catriona McIvor 4724 1716
  

mcivorc1@optusnet.com.au 

 



 

Townsville Sailing Club Members Handbook March 2009 15 

Appendix B 
TSC 2009 SAILING PROGRAM 

 
DATE START TIME RACE NOTES 
March 8 2.00 pm Championship Heat 1 Low tide 2.00pm - .83m 

March 15 1.00 pm Club Racing  
March 22 1.00 pm Championship Heat 2  
March 29 1.00 pm Championship Heat 3  
April 5 1.00 pm Club Racing Low tide 1.10pm - .85m 

April 12 Easter Sunday  No Sailing at TSC. Airlie Beach 

April 19 Paluma Weekend  No Sailing at TSC  
April 26 11 Am Championship 4 Low Tide 3.15 pm - .63 

May 3 Labour Day No Sailing at TSC Tinaroo Regatta 
May 10 Mothers Day No Sailing  
May17 1.00 pm Championship Heat 5  
May 24 Lay Day No Sailing Low Tide 2.30 pm - .41 

May 31 1.00 pm Championship Heat 6  
June 7 Queens B’day TSC Regatta June 6th and 7th.  
June 14 Lay Day No Sailing  
June 21 Lay Day No Sailing Low Tide 1.46pm - .35 

June 28 1.00 pm Championship Heat 7  
July 5 Lay Day No Sailing  
July 12 1.00 pm Championship Heat 8  
July 19 Lay Day No Sailing Low Tide 1.00pm - .45 

July 26 1.00 pm Championship Heat 9  
August 2 Lay Day Running Festival Low Tide 1.30pm - .80 

August 9 1.00 pm Championship Heat 10  
August 16 2.00 pm Club Racing Low Tide 12.11pm - .65 

Airlie Race Week 

August 23 1.00 pm Club Racing  

August 30 1.00 pm Championship Heat 11 Low Tide 12.40pm - .92 

Sept 6  No Sailing Mag. Id Race Week 

Sept 13 1.00 pm Championship Heat 12  
Sept 20 1.00 pm Championship Heat 13  
Sept 27  No Sailing at TSC Airlie Beach  Regatta 

October 4 1.00 pm Club Racing  
October 11 1.00 pm Championship Heat 14  
October 18  No Sailing at TSC Mission Beach Regatta 

October 25 1.00 pm Championship Heat 15  
 
 
Notes: Championship results are based on all races with 3 drops. 
An overall Club Champion for each fleet will be determined using the Club Race heats in 
combination with the Championship score. 
 
Bulk Nominations must be paid by March 29th. This option expires after this date. 
1 up boats - $130; 2 up boats - $150 
OR per heat fees: 1 up - $10; 2 up - $12: Sabots: 1 up - $5; 2 up - $6. 
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Appendix C 
 

TSC 2009 SAILING INSTRUCTIONS 
 

1 Rules 
The season's races will be governed by the 'rules' as defined in the Racing Rules of 
Sailing, the special regulations of Yachting Australia and the Class rules of those classes 
having a TSC fleet, (except as any of these are altered by the sailing instructions) and by 
the sailing instructions. 
Eligible boats may enter by completing registration with the TSC as the organising 
authority.  Visiting boats will be allowed to enter three regular season races before 
being required to register and be helmed and crewed by TSC members. 
2 Notices to Competitors 
Notices to competitors will be posted on the official board located at the TSC or given 
at the pre-race briefing. 
3 Changes to the Sailing Instructions 
Changes in the Sailing Instructions will be notified either by notice on the official 
board, or orally by fleet captains or at the pre-race briefing.  Failure to attend the 
briefing will not be cause for redress. 
4 Signals made ashore. 
Signals made ashore will be displayed at the TSC flagpole. 
5 Schedule of Races 
Races are scheduled as published by separate programme. 
6 Class Flags 
Class flags will be the logo appearing on the class mainsail of one class in that fleet 
except that two or more mixed classes will use the flag allocated by the PRO 
7 Racing Area 
The race area will be offshore from The Strand and West of Townsville Harbour. 
8 Courses 
The courses will be of various configurations. Course diagrams will be advised at the 
pre-race briefing. 
9 Marks 
Except for special or distance events, marks will be laid marker buoys. 
10 The Start 
10.1 Scratch start races will be started by using rule 26 with the warning signal given 

five minutes before the starting signal or at the PRO discretion  
10.2 For handicap races the boat's handicap number will be displayed one minute 

before its start time and will be removed at the start time.  The preparatory signal 
will be made four minutes before the start time of the first starter.  

10.3 The starting line will be between the class flag (or handicap number), on the 
starting boat and the port end starting mark.  
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11 Change of position of the next mark 
To change the position of the next mark, the race committee will move the original 
mark (or the finishing line) to a new position.  The change will be signalled before the 
leading boat has begun the leg, although the mark may not yet be in position.  Any mark 
to be rounded after rounding the moved mark may be relocated without further 
signalling to maintain the course configuration. 
12 Finish 
The finish line will be between the blue flag on the finishing boat and the adjacent 
finishing mark. 
13 Penalty System 
For all classes, Rule 44.2 is changed so that the One Turn Penalty shall apply to any 
breach of part 2 of RRS. 
14 Time Limit 
The time limit will be three hours for any standard buoy course.  Boats failing to finish 
within the time limit will score Did Not Finish. 
15 Protests and Requests for Redress 
Protest forms are available at the TSC office.  Protests shall be delivered there within 
the protest time limit, which is 90 minutes after the last boat has finished the last race of 
the day for that class.  Notice of the time, date and place of the protest hearing will be 
posted or delivered to those named as parties or witnesses to a protest. 
16 Scoring 
16.1 The Low Point scoring system of Appendix A will apply. Where back to back 

races are held in one programmed heat, the overall winner will be determined 
using the lowest score for all races conducted as that heat and will be awarded 
outright single points for that heat as if it were one race.  

16.2 Championship series score will be the total of all heat scores with 1 drop after 5 
races, 2 drops after 10 races and 3 drops after 12 races 

16.3 An overall Club Champion for each fleet will be determined using all the Club 
Racing heats without drops, added to the boat’s Championship series score. 

16.4 Championship and Club Racing points will be awarded to a boat only irrespective 
of skipper or crew.  If a boat owner replaces a boat during the season the points 
earned in the previous boat will not be carried forward. However, if a skipper 
believes special circumstances exist with respect to the change of boat the skipper 
may apply to the sailing committee for special dispensation provided the 
application is made in writing before the change of boat occurs. 

16.5 The handicapper's decision as to a boat's handicap will be final. 
16.6 Where a boat is unable to compete in a Championship or Club heat due to the 

skipper or crew personally fulfilling his obligations to the TSC safety boat roster, 
his boat will be awarded 1.5 points, providing the skipper or crew writes his name 
and “safety boat crew” by his boats name on the sign on sheet for that race.  

16.7 Did not start (DNS) shall be scored for a boat which does not start the race 
providing the skipper has signed on and off and has paid nomination fees for that 
race. Otherwise that boat shall be scored did not come to the starting area (DNC). 
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17 Sign On & Sign Off 
All boats from all fleets must complete sign on requirements before the start of the first 
race for that day and sign off after the last race for each day within one hour of the 
finish time. Failure to do so may result in a scoring penalty. A boat that retires from a 
race or does not intend to compete in a second or subsequent race that day shall notify 
the race committee as soon as possible either verbally or on the sign off sheet. 
18 Disclaimer of Liability 
Competitors participate in all TSC events entirely at their own risk.  See RRS Rule 4 
Decision to Race.  The TSC will not accept any liability for material damage or personal 
injury or death sustained in conjunction with or prior to, during, or after a TSC event. 
19 Insurance 
Each participating boat shall be insured with valid third-party liability insurance with 
minimum cover of five million dollars per event or the equivalent. 
20 Additional Sailing Instructions 
Certain special events including distance or passage races may require additional sailing 
instructions, which will be published prior to the event. 
21 Prizes 
Prizes for one off races and minor prizes for series heats may be presented at the 
conclusion of that day's sailing. 
22 Membership 
Competitors are reminded that rule 46 of the Racing Rules of Sailing 2009 -2012 as 
adopted by Yachting Australia requires that the person designated as in charge of a boat 
must be a member of a club affiliated with Yachting Australia and must ensure that any 
crew member who sails more than three races in any one season must also be a member 
of an affiliated club. 
 
 
 
 
Updated March 2009 
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Appendix D 
TSC OFFICER OF THE DAY – CHECK LIST 

 
BEFORE SAILING DAY 
Email/ring volunteers to check OK for Sunday and confirm race start time 
Check tides and BOM weather 
 
 
BEFORE SAILING 
Safety boats/course 
Introduce safety boat crews to Captain, Kevin Jones, and to each other if they are new 
Brief on safety boats preparation and procedures including launching, radio check 
Co-ordinate safety boats transport to ramp, Captain, Kevin Jones, normally takes safety 
4, so need someone for safety 1 – simpler if same person does launch and retrieval 
Discuss course with PRO 
 
 
At clubhouse 
Sign on sheets out (safety boat crews’ record on sign on sheets if claiming points) 
Check canteen roster OK with Canteen convenor, Sandra Jones or Roster coordinator, 
Catriona McIvor. 
Check someone available to man radio and clubhouse during race 
Ensure hirers of club boats follow maintenance and rigging procedure and assist if 
necessary 
 
 
Briefing 
Introduce yourself as Officer of the day 
Make announcements first 

·  Upcoming events – check calendar/notes 
·  Notices for members 
·  OOD, safety boat and canteen volunteers names for next race day 

Course for each fleet, race start time, 3 or 5 minute start etc 
 
 
AFTER SAILING 
Safety boats/clubhouse 
Co-ordinate safety boats collection from ramp 
Ask sailors to assist with end of day tasks: 

·  Wash down safety boats and flush motor 
·  Take down flags 
·  Empty and rinse bins, cans to recycle bag 
·  Coil hoses and bring into clubhouse 
·  Put boats into clubhouse 
·  Stack chairs in clubhouse, all doors/windows shut; office, kitchen and toilets 
·  Turn off all lights, fans including downstairs toilets lights. 
·  Bar fridge locked 
 

If nominee not available designate a responsible person to close bar and clubhouse; 
finalise till and take cash (Canteen convenor, Sandra Jones normally does till) 
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Appendix E 
TSC START BOAT PROCEDURE 

 
·  Check flag holder, insert bungs, battery connections, radio check before leaving 

VN4SK base 
·  Check flags; class flags, I flag and recall flags. Barging buoy, anchor, tow rope, 

boat hook 
·  Take sign on sheets, clipboard and pens from clubhouse. Water cooler and esky 
·  Explain safety features and First Aid kit to crew. Kit located in console 
·  Establish start line across the wind, start boat on starboard, put out barging buoy 

and starboard/port course flag 
 
 
Starts Usually in this order   Class flag Combine fleets if very small 

numbers 
Sabots – 1 up and 2 up  Sabot  
Laser     Laser 
125/Pacer    125  
Tasar/Contender   Tasar 
505     505  
Cats     Cats 
 
 

3 or 5 minute starts  Example of 5 minute start. Note exact start time for each 
fleet on sign on sheets 

Time to start  Flag     Hooter 
5 minutes  Class flag up    1 blast – short 
4 minutes  I flag up     
1 minute  I flag down    1 blast – longer 
Start   Class flag down and   1 blast – short  

    Next class flag up at same time 
 
 
Individual recall 

·  Individual recall flag up and 1 blast on hooter. 
·  Keep flag up for 4 minutes or until boat restarts by going around end of line 
·  Check if boat over the line restarts correctly. If not, the boat is on the course side 

of the starting line (OCS) and note (OCS) on sign on sheet. 
 
 
General recall 

·  General recall flag up and 2 blasts on hooter 
·  Recommence starting sequence for that fleet 

 
If a boat crosses the start line between 1 minute and the start the boat must go back 
around ends. If boat does not and starts the race, that boat has an individual recall. 
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TSC uses the low point scoring system of Appendix A, Racing Rules of Sailing (YA) 

·  DNS = Did not Start (other than DNC or OCS) 
·  DNF = Did not Finish, boat started race but Did not Finish 
·  DSQ = Disqualification 
·  DNC = Did not Start, did not come to the starting area. 

 
 
Refer TSC Sailing Instructions 
DNS = boat signed on and paid nomination fee but did not start  
DNC = boat did not come to the starting area, or sign on or pay nomination fee 
 
 
Check on sign on sheets  - boats that started are all signed on 

- all boats signed on have started. 
Radio VN4SK base (clubhouse) to follow up any late sign on and discrepancies 
 (Tel: 47721105) 
 
 
Finish 
Establish finish line across the wind, put out barging buoy and boat on station flag 
Note times each boat finishes on sign on sheets 
Check all boats have finish times or DNS, OCS, DNF, DSQ or DNC on sign on sheets 
Check that all boats have finished or retired safely before leaving the water. 
Leave sign on sheets in office or give to results officer 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Updated November 2008 
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Appendix F 
 

 

 
 
 



 

Townsville Sailing Club Members Handbook March 2009 23 

Appendix G 
EXAMPLE OF ROSTER FROM AUGUST 2008 
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DATE OOD START 
BOAT 

SAFETY 
BOAT 

CANTEEN 

JULY 13 
 
1.00pm 

Mike 
Spillman 

1 John Bulman 
 
2. John _____ 

1.Mike Spillman 
 
2 John Hoult 

1.Catriona McIvor 
 
2. Marg Spillman 

JULY 20 
 
1.00pm 

Mike 
Spillman 

1. John Bulman 
 
2. Deirdre Ryan 

1. Brian Jones 
 
2.. Terry Ryan 

1.Marg Spillman 
 
2. Karen Carcary 

JULY 27 
 
1.00pm 

Tilley 
Pain 

1.John Bulman 
 
2. John Hoult 

1.Gary Lancashire 
 
2.Bob Sciffer 

1.Catriona McIvor 
 
2.  

AUG 3 
RACE 
 
11.00am 

 
CANCELLED 

1. Scott 
McKellar 
 
2. John Byrne 

1. Dave Harrison 
 
2. Jack McGuire 

1.  
---------------- 

2. 

AUG 10 
 
1.00pm 

John 
Byrne 

1. Alex Kostin 
 
2. John Hoult 

1. Peter Crook 
 
2. Adrian Arias 

1. Catriona 
McIvor 
 
2.  Pam de Rooy 

AUG 17 
 
1.00pm 

Tilley 
Pain 

1. John Bulman 
 
2.  Ben Ledez 

1. John Byrne 
 
2. D. Greenwod 

1. Marg Spillman 
 
2.  

AUG 24 
 
1.00pm 

John 
Byrne 

1. John Bulman 
 
2. Josh 

1. John Byrne 
 
2. Adam  

1. Marg Spillman 
 
2. Pam de Rooy 

SEP 14 
 
1.00pm 

 1. John Bulman 
 
2. D. Harrison 

1. John Byrne  
 
2. Jimmy Smith 

1 
 
2. 

SEP 21 
 
1.00pm 

 1 John Bulman 
 
2. 

1. John Byrne 
 
2 D. Greenwood 

1. 
 
2.  

OCT 12 
 
1.00pm 

 1. John Bulman 
 
2. Ian 
McDonald 

1. John Byrne  
 
2. D. Greenwood 

1.  
 
2.  

 
If you are unable to come on your rostered day please find a replacement. If this is 
impossible, please let the Roster Coordinator know as soon as possible: 
 

Catriona McIvor mobile  0450 449620 
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                   Appendix H 
 
       EXAMPLE OF SIGN ON SHEET FROM 2008 
 

 
 
 

Nomination fees: B = Bulk or W = Weekly   Weekly fees: Sabot    1-up boat - $5.00…………2-up boat - $6.00 
           All other classes  1-up boat - $10.00………..2-up boat - $12.00 

Sign on sheet   Race        Date 

Laser                                    Start time 

X not 
racing 

Sail No Boat Name Skipper Fees 
 

Sign On Sign Off 
 

 QLA472 Please Explain A Torpelund B   

 32522 Haven’t a Clue B Torpelund B   

 114454 Phoenix R Pepper W   

 132522 Villains Daughter D Williams B   

 163967 Tsunami D Fuller B   

  Club laser     

       

Tasar                                     Start time 

X not 
racing 

Sail No Boat Name Skipper Fees 
 

Sign On Sign Off 
 

 1667 Escapade L Orr B   

 1678 Wet Topics B Philippa B   

 1861 Chain Reaction B Ledez B   

 1879 Miss Behave J Maguire W   

 2337 About Time J Lancashire B   

 2452 Icon S Robinson W   

 KA196 Gavin S McInerney B   

       


